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Transportation 
Policies 
In general, Glen Ellyn is well served by 
a system of streets, parking, sidewalks, 
and commuter facilities. As a mature 
community, the transportation infra-
structure is well developed and the 
primary street system is in place.  

The guidelines presented below and 
highlighted in Figure 8 address the en-
tire Village. More detailed recommen-
dations for Downtown, Roosevelt Road 
and Five Corners are presented in Sec-
tion 3 of this Plan report. 

Streets and Highways: 
The street system in Glen Ellyn contains 
various types of facilities including high-
ways, arterial, collector, and local 
streets. This functional classification 
separates streets into various catego-
ries based on their traffic-carrying role 
and connectivity within the overall 
transportation system. No major 
changes to the primary street system 
are expected in the future. 

The I-355 Tollway is a limited-access 
highway that provides good regional 
access and serves a significant amount 
of traffic in the region. 

Arterial streets consist of regional, 
local, and Village arterials. They are in-
tended to serve vehicle trips beyond 
the Village boundaries (regional arte-
rials) and longer trips within the Village 
(local and Village arterials). The “Village 
arterial” is a new classification which is 
intended to recognize and enhance the 
unique role, character and configura-
tion of the arterial routes passing 
through or near Downtown Glen Ellyn.  

Collector streets are intended to pro-
vide access to activity centers in Glen 
Ellyn. Community collector streets pro-
vide connections between activity 
centers, while neighborhood collectors 
provide access within a neighborhood 
to local centers.  

Arterials and collectors are high-
lighted in the map at left. The remain-
ing streets in Glen Ellyn are local streets 
intended to serve the traffic access and 
intra-neighborhood circulation needs. 

The Village should work with IDOT 
to promote an appropriate cross-
section for the Route 53 corridor. The 

highway should have a three-lane 
cross-section with accommodations for 
separate bicycle access. The improved 
corridor should also be more “pedes-
trian friendly.” Land uses and access 
drives should be developed with ade-
quate setbacks to allow for landscape 
buffers and separate bicycle facilities. 

The Village should enhance pedes-
trian facilities in the Taylor Street via-
duct to provide a safer condition for 
pedestrians without promoting addi-
tional vehicular traffic. 

The Village should encourage the 
use of appropriate traffic calming tech-
niques to reduce vehicle speeds in resi-
dential areas and to discourage non-
local traffic through neighborhoods. 
Traffic control plans should be devel-
oped for local schools to better 
manage traffic around facilities that ex-
perience significant traffic backups. 

Parking: 
The Village should promote the provi-
sion of adequate parking for all activity 
centers. Opportunities for shared park-
ing facilities should be promoted to 
minimize the overall number of spaces 
that need to be provided and maximize 
the use of facilities that are developed. 

Zoning requirements for Downtown 
parking should be reviewed to deter-
mine if the current parking ratios are 
appropriate.  

The Village should study the desir-
ability of a Downtown parking struc-
ture. A carefully designed and appro-
priately scaled structure could provide 
necessary parking for commercial uses 
and have ground floor retail or service 
space to provide an attractive street-
scape.  

The Village should work with District 
87 to develop a plan for addressing the 
increasing parking needs at Glenbard 
West High School.  

Transit and Commuter Facilities: 
The downtown commuter station is a 
key asset to the Village. Enhancement 
or replacement of the station facility 
should be encouraged. Compatible 
new transit-oriented and community-
related services should also be consid-
ered. 

The Village should work with PACE 
and other agencies to promote im-
proved bus and shuttle service in the 

future. New senior housing and as-
sisted-living housing may generate new 
demand for shuttle service, and contin-
ued residential development within the 
Downtown may also result in an in-
creased need for transit service.  

Pedestrian and  
Bicycle Facilities: 
To maintain a safe and convenient en-
vironment for pedestrians, the Village 
should promote the provision of side-
walks or side paths along all streets 
where practical, especially along 
school access routes and collector 
streets.  

Glen Ellyn has access to two premier 
bicycle and pedestrian trails: the Illinois 
Prairie Path and the Great Western 
Trail. While these trails provide good 
east-west regional access, the commu-
nity should provide a more defined sys-
tem of intra-community routes and 
trails to provide good north-south ac-
cess through the community. 

The proposed Forest Preserve Dis-
trict trail along the I-355 corridor from 
Churchill Woods Forest Preserve 
through the Morton Arboretum and 
the proposed trail between College of 
DuPage, the Prairie Path and Down-
town Glen Ellyn will provide improved 
regional north-south access. The Village 
should promote new grade-separated 
pedestrian/bicycle crossings at major 
streets and other appropriate locations 
along trail systems. DuPage County has 
recently developed a Bicycle Plan, and 
the Village should continue working 
with the County to identify all key cor-
ridors where bicycle access should be 
enhanced. These corridors should pro-
vide safe access to schools and com-
munity facilities. 

Because Glen Ellyn is a mature 
community, the majority of the bicycle 
system will consist of on-street routes. 
Attention should be given to ensuring 
safe crossings at busy streets and to 
controlling traffic speeds on streets 
where bicycle traffic is promoted. 

The maintenance and upkeep of bi-
cycle and pedestrian trails is also very 
important. Stores and businesses which 
back onto a public trail should be en-
couraged to provide rear entrances.  




